Honors Chemistry
Summer Assignment 2012-2013


Welcome to Honors Chemistry.  This next year, we will begin a journey into the exciting world of Chemistry, its nuances, its applications, and effects on history.  

As Honors Chemistry students, this course is designed to be a rigorous course that provides relevant connections to prepare you for future education in the sciences.  This course is demanding and will require your full commitment.  It is expected that students spend at least 3-4 hours per week completing homework assignments and studying.  Nothing can be forgotten in Chemistry, so a regular study session to refresh skills is very important.  If you cannot commit to this course, please consider taking a regular Chemistry course.  

To prepare for the year ahead, this summer you will begin thoroughly reviewing your Physical Science chemistry content and learning the basics of how to speak “Chemistry”.  This assignment will cover all of the background material required.  Please pay close attention to the assignment details to ensure all work is completed and turned in on-time.  I have also attached a guide to writing in Chemistry.  This should provide a clear expectation of the level of writing that is required for the course.

I’m very excited about working with each and everyone one of you to find great success in Honors Chemistry.  If at any time you have a question regarding the assignments or the content itself, please feel free to email me at Justin.lambert@cmcss.net.  






Mr. Justin W. Lambert
Honors Chemistry Teacher








Summer Assignment:

1. Read “The Invention of Air” by Steven Johnson and write a three to six page paper that detail the following: (Please make sure that you use contextual details from the book and cite them properly.)
a. Explain his:
i. Scientific discoveries
ii. Political philosophies
b. Describe how this relates to the political aspects of the time (mid 1800’s)
c. Analyze his contribution to modern science and chemistry
d. Deconstruct the context in which his curiosity lead his discoveries
2. After completing this analysis of the “The Invention of Air”, write one to two pages on the following:
a. How does Priestley’s example lead you to investigate your own questions?
b. What questions do you have that arose out of Priestley’s research?
c. What are possible areas that you would like to investigate for your future research project?
3. Both of these papers will be due on the first day of class.  Please make sure to use 12-pt font and double spacing.
4. It is important to be able to speak the language of Chemistry.  In order to become versed in this language, make flashcards of ALL of the compounds, ions, acids and prefixes on the attached pages.  There will be a quiz over these in the first week of school.
a. Please also include the first 40 elements on the Periodic Table.
b. These flashcards will be collected for a grade.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]From your text, read Chapters 1, 2, and 3.  It is your responsibility to take notes that are effective for your learning.  I WILL NOT be collecting them.  Once you have read and feel comfortable with the material, complete the attached review worksheets. These will be due when you return from summer break.
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